
MAKING BENEFITS WORK
SSDI & EMPLOYMENT

SSDI is also known as Supplemental Security Disability Insurance. 
You receive a payment monthly with SSDI.

Got Questions? 

How do I know if I have SSDI? 
You also have a red, white and blue Medicare card when you have SSDI. 

My friend went to work and likes it- Will I?
You might too! You can make new friends, learn new skills, and you can buy those cool shades!  

Can I keep my SSDI check when I work?  
Yep! As a matter of fact, for the first nine months you can earn as much as you like-no problem. 
After that, just keep your gross monthly income below $2,460. 

Can I keep Medicare when I work?  
Absolutely! You can choose to keep Medicare indefinitely.  

What if I stop working?  
Simply let the Social Security Administration (SSA) know you can’t work any longer and that you 
need your cash payments to resume. 

Who can help me understand how working will impact my SSDI? 
Great Question! Everyone has a unique situation and that’s why we’re here to help! A DIDD Ben-
efits Coordinator can work with you one-on-one, and also help you learn about what happens 
after you start work.  

 

Here’s how to contact us: 
Glenn McReynolds | Glenn.McReynolds@tn.gov
(615) 854-2265 



IT PAYS TO WORK
SSI & EMPLOYMENT

SSI is also known as Supplemental Security Income. 
You receive a check monthly from the government when 
you have SSI.

Got Questions? 

How do I know if I have SSI? 
If you receive SSI, you also receive your health insurance through TennCare and a cash payment 
on the first of the month. 

Can I go to work and still keep my benefits?
Yes! You will always make more money by working!  While some people might see a reduction in 
their cash payment, you don’t have to choose between benefits and working.  

Can I keep my insurance?  
Absolutely! The Social Security Administration (SSA) has made it possible for you to keep your 
insurance even while working. 

What if I stop working?  
Simply tell the SSA that you stopped working and would like your cash payments to resume.

Can I keep my check when I work?
Yep! Overall, you will make more money when you work! However, you might see a slight deduc-
tion in your SSI cash payment if you are working a lot. 

I want to work, but I have so many questions. Where do I start?  
It’s OK! Everyone has questions and fears about starting a new job. Talk to friends and family 
about their jobs and why they like working.  DIDD also has Benefits Coordinators that can talk to 
you one-on-one and help you learn about how work will benefit you.

Be sure to contact a DIDD Benefits Coordinator for help with your questions.

Here’s how to contact us: 
Glenn McReynolds | Glenn.McReynolds@tn.gov
(615) 854-2265 



 
Employment Informed Choice Form 

 

DDAE2408-05A.01  August 2024 

 

    MEMBER’S NAME: 

 

The 1915(c) Waiver Programs are for people with disabilities. It provides supports to help you work and live as 

independently as possible in your community.  

After looking at the benefits of employment, you have decided that you will not pursue employment or other 

employment supports at this time.  

 

To be completed and signed by the member/representative:  

1. My Coordinator talked with me about work and answered my questions.  

 Yes   No  

 

2. I have received Exploration services to help me decide if I want to work.  

 Yes   No  

 

3. After receiving this information about work, I have decided: 

 a. I do not want to work or get any other employment services at this time. 

 

4. I understand I will complete the Employment Informed Choice process yearly to see if employment is 

right for me. 

 Yes   No  

 

Please sign below:  

YOUR SIGNATURE:  DATE:  YOUR PRINTED NAME: 

 

If you can’t sign, you can ask someone who knows about your choice to sign below:  

REPRESENTATIVE’S SIGNATURE:  DATE:  REPRESENTATIVE’S PRINTED NAME: 

 




